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Message from the President 
By Kristin Girardin 
 
At the June Board Meeting, your HOA Board members will 
vote to accept the budget for the coming year. We have been 
fortunate that our top five primary contractors have once again 
held off on increasing their fees going into fiscal year 2011. 
There were, however, several unique activities from this 
current fiscal year that will directly impact our budget for 2011: 
the findings of the reserve study and the snow removal 
expenses. 
 
Every five years, Virginia law requires that Home Owner 
Associations conduct a reserve study to determine if the HOA 
has set aside enough funds to maintain its assets. This year, in 
addition to considering our existing assets, the Board of 
Directors asked that additional monies be set aside for tree 
maintenance. As the years passing require us to make 
improvements to our homes, it has the same effect on the 
foliage  surrounding  our community.   As trees die off or begin 
 
Continued on Page 4  

July-August 2010               www.manorgate.info          Page 1 

 

 

The ARC thanks 

Sherri Goudy for 

nominating this home 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Carol Lindsay 

14188 Autumn Circle 
 

 

JULYôS OUTSTANDING HOME 

 

SCHOOLôS OUT! 
 

Please drive safely  
and 

 watch your speed. 
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National Night Out Against Crime 
By Frank Cogdell 
  
ManorGate residents are asked to lock their 
doors, turn on outside lights and spend the 
evening outside with neighbors and police. From 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on August 3th, there will be ice 
cream and toppings for all at the clubhouse. The 
Police from Sully Station and Centreville Fire 
Department have been ask to send 
representatives and will do so if they are 
available. 

The first National Night Out was introduced early 
in 1984 - with the event culminating on the first 
Tuesday in August. 

That first year, 400 communities in 23 states 
participated in National Night Out. Nationwide, 
2.5 million Americans took part in 1984. The 
seed had been planted. In subsequent years, 
participation has grown steadily. The 24th 
Annual National Night Out last August involved 
35.4 million people in 11,310 communities from 
all 50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities, 
and military bases worldwide. National Night Out 
2008 will culminate on August 5th. Over 12,000 
communities are expected to take part. 

National Night Out is designed to: (1) Heighten 
crime and drug prevention awareness; (2) 
Generate support for, and participation in, local 
anti-crime efforts; (2) Strengthen neighborhood 
spirit and police- community partnerships; and 
(4) Send a message to criminals letting them 
know neighborhoods are organized and fighting 
back. 
 
We have pretty good participation in 
ManorGateôs Neighborhood Watch program. 
Three weeks over the next fifty-two that are not 
covered; these are Feb. 28, 2011, April 25, 2100 
and May 2, 2011. There will be sign-up sheets 
at Night Out for people to join in our effort to 
support the Fairfax County Police. The police 
consider Neighborhood watch the most effective 

thing citizens can participate in to help thwart 
crime. Please become involved by joining 
the watch at the Night Out party. 
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Wildlife and Trash 
By Angela Barnedo, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 
Senior Community Manager 

 
Recently, the management office has 
received complaints concerning skunks and 
rats.  Please keep in mind and adhere to the 
following items: 
 
Á Trash is a food source for skunks and 

rats.  Place your trash on the curb in 
a container.  When placing trash on 
the curb, do so at the latest time 
possible.  Per the regulations, trash 
cannot be placed on the curb prior to 
dusk on the day preceding trash 
pickup. 

 
Á Skunks live under front stoops and 

under ground level decks.  Take 
appropriate action to fill in these 
areas.  Consult with a wildlife expert 
or the Animal Control on ways to 
reduce the appeal of your property to 
skunks. 

 
Á If you suspect you have a skunk/rat 

problem, have it trapped and 
removed.  A company that has been 
used by other residents in past years 
is Critter Control of Fairfax.  The 
number is (703) 551-4566 or access 
their web site at 
www.crittercontrol.com.  You may 
also consult alternate wildlife removal 
companies by consulting the yellow 
pages or Animal Control. 
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Spring Inspections 
By Angela Barnedo, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 
 
The Architectural Review Committee has 
received calls from homeowners regarding 
exterior inspections.  Please note that the 
inspections are done by the management team 
and not the Committee.  If you have any 
questions regarding a violation to your home, 
please contact Sequoia Management at (703) 
803-9641 or contact Dale Edwards via email at 
dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com. 

mailto:dedwards@sequoiamgmt.com
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A Message from the President 
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Message from the President 
Continued from Page 1 
 
to grow in precarious locations affecting 
nearby residences or common property, the 
HOA needs to be prepared to cover the cost 
of their removal. In order to accommodate 
this growing need, $7,500 will be included in 
the reserves for tree maintenance. 
 
Last winter brought with it the ñhundred yearò 
storm. Unfortunately, it brought that storm 
twice. Community members who reside on 
the private streets (Skylemar Terrace, 
Autumn Circle and Green Trail Court) 
contribute additional monies to fund a snow 
reserve to cover the cost of wintertime 
expenses on those streets. This is done 
through their quarterly HOA fees.  
Additionally, the Board budgets an average 
of $3,000/year to cover snow removal 
expenses for both the private streets and the 
club house parking lot, which has been 
sufficient to cover a normal winterôs snow 
fall.  Last winterôs snow removal expenses 
were over $35,000 and depleted the snow 
reserve account completely. Thus, residents 
on the private streets will once again begin 
making additional deposits into the snow 
reserve account. It was the decision of the 
budget committee to spread the 
replenishment of the snow reserve account 
over four years to avoid undue financial 
hardship on residents. 
 
The 2011 budget will be mailed out with 
descriptions of what each line item covers 
with the your annual meeting packet in 
August.  Please look for these documents, 
review them and feel free to present any 
questions you may have at out annual 
meeting in September or to me at 
president@manorgate.info.  I would like to 
thank Frank Cogdell for his continued efforts 
with our budget development and Bob Gangi 
for his time and effort on the budget 
committee. We are all fortunate to have such 
dedicated and talented volunteers working 
on our behalf. 
 
 


