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Message from the President 
By Kristin Girardin 
 
Springtime is a busy time as a homeowner, as a parent and for 
our community as a whole.  This spring in addition to beginning 
the budget planning for our next fiscal year, a committee will 
review the reserve study that was contracted for with Miller & 
Dodson Associates, Inc.. The study looks at each at each 
physical aspect of the community, from the clubhouse and 
pool, to tot lots and street conditions, and determines what the 
ñlife expectancyò is for those assets and then estimates the 
funds necessary to maintain and replace those assets. The 
reserve study committee will review the findings, meet to 
discuss the findings with the engineers and then make 
recommendations for funding our reserves for the next fiscal 
year. The purpose of this exercise is help ensure that HOAôs 
have the necessary funding to maintain their properties and 
Virginia law requires a study be performed every five years by 
each HOA. 
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Jocelyn & Robert Serrano 

6539 Palisades Drive 

MAYôS OUTSTANDING HOME 

April showers  

bring  

May flowers!  

 

 



Celebrate the 54th Annual Rose Show 
sponsored by the Arlington Rose 
Foundation at Merrifieldôs Garden Center, 
12101 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA on 
Saturday June 5, 1-6 pm and Sunday June 
6, Noon to 5 pm. Locally and nationally 
recognized rose exhibitors, growers, 
hybridizers and judges compete in over 50 
categories of rose excellence, Novice and 
junior categories are offered. Rose experts 
are available to answer your questions. Free 
admission.  Call 703-371-9351 
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Neighborhood Watch Update 
By Frank Cogdell 
 
Spring is here and that means kids in the 
streets on bikes, skateboards, scooters and 
the like. BE ON THE LOOKOUT, because, 
after being in the house all winter, they 
arenôt. And remember the speed limit in 
ManorGate is 30 mph. Driving faster in 
ManorGate canôt really save you significant 
time (itôs eighty seconds from Route 28 to 
Creek Run Drive at 30 mph - I clocked it) so 
itôs better to be safe (the speed limit) than 
sorry. Some areas like Autumn Circle and 
Skylemar Trail should really be driven at a 
lower speed because the kids might pop out 
from between the parked cars and there is 
limited space to maneuver 
 
I was happy that during the snow storms 
people took the time from their shoveling to 
shovel out the fire hydrants. Well done and 
thank you. 
 
A number of long time residents have or are 
moving and that means we have lost watch 
members. We are now down coverage of 
eight weeks and coverage is slowly 
decreasing. As I write two new members will 
attend training tonight but we really need to 
fill the ranks. I would ask that new residents 
join the Neighborhood Watch. The Fairfax 
County Police have said many times that it 
is an important element in their crime 
prevention efforts. 
 
I had an opportunity to attend a Fairfax 
Police cruiser training course recently and 
learned something new. When I learned to 
drive, back in the ice age, I was taught to 
hold the steering wheel in the 10 and 2 
oôclock position. The safety experts are now 
saying to hold the wheel at the 9 and 3 
positions  because  if  you  are in a front end       
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ARC Spring Inspections 
By Angela Barnedo, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 
 
Can you believe that spring is knocking on 
our door?  During the months of March and 
April, we will begin the spring architectural 
inspections.  During the annual walk 
through, we look for violations such as 
painting, damaged wood and yard 
maintenance that needs to be done. 
 
When a street has been inspected, first 
notices are sent to homeowners.  The 
homeowner then has 30 days to correct 
violations.  Please keep in mind that we 
understand you may be at the mercy of your 
contractor or other unforeseen 
circumstances.  If this is the case, keep us 
informed!  A simple email or letter to the 
management office can save postage, time 
and paper!  If we receive a written response 
from the homeowner that you acknowledge 
the violations and are working on them, an 
extension can be granted and noted in your 
file. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you need 
names of contractors.  While I cannot 
recommend any contractor, I use a list of 
contractors that are members of the 
Community Associations Institute and can 
forward you their information. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (703) 803-9641 or via email at 
abarnedo@sequoiamanagement.com . 
 
 
 

Certified Personal Fitness 

Training In Your Home 

Workouts designed to sculpt, tone,  
increase strength, promote flexibil- 
ity.  Individualized programs, nutri- 
tional guidance, weight loss, pre- 
natal/post-partum, yoga, pilates  
and more.  All ages/fitness levels.  
Rely on my experience of more than 17 years to 
guide you, safely and successfully!  Affordable! 

Stephanie Gotfried 703-542-2595. 
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