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A Message from the President 
By Jay Hurst 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be held September 29

th
, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., at the 

Centreville Elementary School all purpose room. It is always great to see 
the faces of our community in one place. We have the opportunity to review 
what was accomplished the past year, and set down some of our new 
goals. If you cannot join us, please send in your proxy. Without a sufficient 
number of attendees and proxies, we need to do the whole thing over 
again. So please do not forget! 
 
This year, there is one open slot for the Board of Directors. There is a 
tremendous pool of talent in ManorGate, and if you are interested in serving 
your community, and have background that would help the Board in its 
many capacities, please be sure you have your name on the ballot. There is 
a form included in the recent meeting mailing that all homeowners have 
received. Please be sure to get that to Sequoia ASAP so they can review 
and have available to everyone at the meeting. 

 
My 7 year old daughter has two terms she uses to describe the mood of the 
day. She will say it is either a sunny day, or a dark day. Looking over the 
past 6 years, we have had sunny days, and dark days. We are coming 
through a dark time financially, and can clearly see the Sun. 
 
 
Continued on Page 4 
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Architectural Inspection Update 
By Angela Barnedo, CMCA, AMS, PCAM 
Senior Community Manager 
 
The management staff will begin re-inspecting all 
homes in the community.  To those homeowners that 
fixed their initial violation from earlier in the year ï 
THANK YOU! 
 
Those homeowners that did not repair by the first 
violation notice will be issued second violation notices.  
These second notices give 10 days to either respond 
to management staff or to comply with the violation 
notice.  Responses must be sent via email or letter.  
 
Failure to comply with architectural violations after the 
second notice will result in a hearing before the Board 
of Directors.  For those of you who have not attended a 
hearing, this is the time where you present to the 
Board of Directors why you did not complete the 
violation or do not agree with the violation.  Sometimes 
residents do not know that a hearing can simply be 
avoided by communicating with the association via the 
management staff.   
 
If the homeowner is held to be in contempt of the 
governing documents, then rules violation charges up 
to nine hundred dollars can be imposed.  The account 
is then turned over to association counsel to pursue.  
All of this can be avoided, again, by communication. 
 
Please    call   me   or   any   member  of   my  staff  at 
(703) 803-9641 or via email at  
abarnedo@sequoiamanagement.com. 
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Neighborhood Watch Update 
By Frank Cogdell 
 
ManorGateôs Nation Night Out ice cream social had a 
very good turn out Tuesday, August 4. It was preceded 
by a mini-barbeque of hot dogs and hamburgers plus 
macaroni salads and chips contributed by residents. 
The social ran from 6:00 to 7:30 pm where we served 
up about three gallons of ice cream. Six police officers 
and one detective stopped by. The officers gave out 
whistles to some the children to their pleasure. Iôm not 
sure how their parents and neighbors feel about that. 
The officers also handed out flyers of their ñPrevention 
Awarenessò program regarding thefts from vehicles 
which are on the rise. Their ñTips for Deterring Theftsò 
from vehicles are: 
 
V Do not leave valuables visible from the outside. 
V Items should be REMOVED and not just 

concealed. 
V Lock all doors and close the windows when leaving 
the car, even if itôs only for a short time. 

V When possible, try to park in a well-lit area. 
V Call the police IMMEDIATELY if you observe ANY 

suspicious people, vehicles, or activity in your 
neighborhood. 

 
This is a major awareness program by Fairfax County 
police. They have always encouraged residents to call 
the police regarding suspicious activity, which I have 
written about numerous times. Simply put, itôs better to 
be ñsafe than sorry.ò Call 911 for emergencies 
(immediate threat to persons or  property) or the non-
emergency number 703-691- 2131. 
 
I was encouraged by the turn out in large part because 
many people I have never met brought their children 
for ice cream. I hope this is a harbinger of an increase 
in community involvement. This time last year only one 
week of the watch was uncovered; we presently have 
six weeks uncovered. One resident signed up for the 
watch. Thank you. There is still enough time for new 
members to sign up for the next training session at 
Sully Station on September 16 at 7:00 PM. Please call 
or email me. My phone numbers and email address 
are on the Community Contact page of this newsletter. 
 
My thanks to Heather Morley and Kristin Girardin for 
their efforts in planning, organizing and running this 
yearôs Night Out ice cream social, and to Kevin Morley 
for his chef duties at the BBQ. 
 

Reserve Assets and the Multipurpose Court 
By Jay Hurst 
 
Your Board of Directors is elected to protect and serve 
many community interests. We collect fees from the 
homeowners, and spend according to the yearly 
budget we set down. That spending is mostly for the 
day to day operations, such as trash pickup, and 
maintaining the pool and landscaping. 
 
A certain amount of revenue goes to investment 
accounts for future use. We call this our ñReservesò. 
 
These reserves are set aside based on a complex 
audit study. The Board hires a professional service to 
tell us how much to set aside for the replacement and 
upkeep of our physical assets such as the clubhouse, 
multipurpose court, and townhouse streets. 
 
The complex formulas used make sure that each 
different type of homeowner pays into a line item 
 
Continued on Page 5 
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Reserve Study Committee 
By Kristin Girardin 
 
Homeownerôs associations are required to fund 
ñreservesò to be used for the replacement or repair of 
community assets such as the pool, community center, 
tot lots and sport courts. In order to determine what 
level of funding is appropriate for a given community 
an independent accredited architectural engineering 
firm completes a reserve study. These studies must be 
conducted no less than every five years, as required 
by the Virginia Property Owners Association Act. The 
Green Trails Home Ownerôs Association last 
commissioned a reserve study in 2004, and as time 
has flown by it is once again reserve study time. 
 
Sequoia Management Company will compile proposals 
from a variety of architectural firms from which the 
Board will select one vendor. Once a firm has been 
selected, they will complete an on site assessment of 
the community assets and an analysis of current 
reserves and reserve funding. Upon completion the 
firm will issue a written report detailing the values and 
costs of replacement for various community assets and 
offer recommendations for future reserve funding. The 
role of the reserve study committee is to review the 
findings, and make a recommendation to the Board 
regarding any necessary changes in funding to be 
incorporated into future budgets. 
 
At the June Board meeting, an initial reserve study 
committee was formed to include Jay Hurst, Frank 
Cogdell and Kristin Girardin.  The study will be 
completed this fall and the committee will meet in late 
winter to have itsô recommendations ready for planning 
the next fiscal budget in spring. The reserve study is a 
fantastic way to learn about our community assets and 
what funds are necessary to be good stewards of 
them.  If you have any questions regarding the reserve 
study or interest in joining the committee, please join 
us at the next Board meeting. 
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Congratulations ManorGate Marlins 
Gold Division Champs! 
By Robin Costanza 
 
Three cheers for the community swim team, the 
ManorGate Marlins! The Marlins brought home the 
Colonial Swim League's Gold Division  Championship 
trophy with a perfect 5-0 record. The swimmers did 
their best on Wednesdays and Saturdays throughout 
the summer and ended up with a tremendous number 
of personal best times. Several of the meets were 
exciting and very close, decided by the outcomes of 
just one or two races. 
 
Head Coach Steve Thorne and Asst. Head Coach 
Jessica Mydlinski, along with Asst. Coaches Michelle 
Clark and Ryan Carlson did a great job of inspiring the 
swimmers this year, not only taking the team to the top 
of the Division, but leading the 8 & Under Girls and 15-
18 Girls to Division trophies in their respective age 
groups. 
 
At the mid-season Relay Carnival, which includes all 
24 teams from the Colonial Swim League, the 8 & 
Under Girls Medley and the 8 & Under Boys Medley 
both earned 3rd place ribbons, the best finish ever for 
Marlins Relays. 
 
The Marlins hosted this yearôs Divisional Meet and 
compliments from the other teams' coaches and 
representatives on the first-time effort are still rolling in. 
The well-run and fast-paced event was an exciting 
match-up of the six teams from the Gold Division. After 
all the swimming was done, 10 of the ManorGate 
Marlins qualified for the League All-Star meet.  
Individual results may be found on page 5. 
 
A  huge  thank  you  goes out  to the Marlins board, 
including  the  board  members listed below and all of 
the amazing parent volunteers.  We truly cannot have 
a team without your support! 
 
Kathy Culleiton & Karyn Cram, our amazing team reps 
Lisa Leitch, secretary 
Paul Brazier, treasurer 
Maria Stewart, events and team spirit 
 
Thank  you, ManorGate community, for supporting 
your  swim  team  and  we hope to  see even more 
swimmers  participating in  this  fun  summer sport  
next year! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on Page 5 
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Architectural Review Committee Update 
By Jane Luba 
 
Green Trails HOA supports environmental conservation 
efforts that are beneficial to the planet and donôt detract 
from the health, safety and appearance of the 
community.  One such effort is water conservation in the 
form of rain barrels.  Rain barrels are allowed by the 
Association under the following conditions: 
 

1. The maximum number of rain barrels allowed 
per home is 2.  

2. All rain barrels must be located in the back yard 
or in the side yard behind the peak of the 
homeôs roof line.  No rain barrels are allowed in 
the front yard.  

3. All rain barrels must match the color of the 
homeôs siding or trim in order for them to be as 
inconspicuous as possible.  

4. Each barrel may be no wider than 24ò and no 
taller than 44ò with a capacity of no more than 
60 gallons.  

5. All rain barrels must be capped with fiberglass 
screens that allow water in but prevent 
mosquitoes from getting into the barrel to lay 
their eggs.  

6. All rain barrels must be maintained:  
a. for appearance  
b. to prevent mosquitoes  
c. for safety of children  
d. for runoff that could damage neighborsô 

yards  
7. Additional information on rain barrels can be 

obtained on the Fairfax County website:  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/rbaccessories. 
pdf . 

 
On a different note, the ARC is looking for resident 
volunteers to serve on the committee and/or to act as 
the Chairperson.  Please contact Jane Luba if you are 
interested. 
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A Message from the President 
Continued From Page 1 
 
Things are very good right now with our finances, and 
we are holding the line on fees increases for the 2010 
year. 
 
ManorGate has done extremely well through this dark 
time, and every single Board and Committee member 
has given more than their fair share. If you know a 
volunteer, please take 5 minutes from your day to drop 
them an email, or stop them on the street and say 
ñthank youò! These people make my life a lot easier, 
and they do a spectacular job for no compensation 
except your gratitude. They are responsible for the 
sunny days. 
 
On another of our sunny days, the ManorGate Marlins 
pulled off wins to give us the Divisional Meet Trophy. 
Congrats go out to all of the swimmers. Their hard work 
made this our first trophy in this class that any of us can 
remember. These awards will be displayed in the 
clubhouse for all to see. We want to thank the swim 
team President, Robin Costanza, the Head Coach, 
Steve Thorne and everyone that made this a reality. 
 
Elsewhere in this issue, please read my article on our 
Multipurpose Court. This community asset is ready for 
redo, or an upgrade. The process is an extensive one, 
and the Internal Management Committee headed by 
Adam Felton is in charge of the effort. 
 
Thanks again to everyone who helped make this a 
great year!  
 
 

A Friendly Reminder!  
 

 

If you happen to get mail delivered to your home that 
does not belong to you, please be sure to place it back 
in the mail box ASAP so that the mail carrier can get 

it to the proper person in a timely manner. 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/rbaccessories.%20pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/rbaccessories.%20pdf

