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A Message from the President 
By Jay Hurst 
 
This time every year, your Board is putting the finishing touches on 
next year‟s community budget. It has been a very challenging year 
with our finances. We have had two Treasurers serve the Board, and 
the substantial impact of the foreclosure crisis. The 2010 Budget 
committee is made up of Frank Cogdell, Kristin Girardin, and me. 
 
The good news is that the Committee has worked with our vendors 
to either hold or reverse planned contract increases. In the current 
economy, most vendors are just happy to be in business, and we 
were very pleased they responded with such loyalty. The net result is 
we will not have a dues increase for 2010. This is a milestone and 
there was much hard work that brought us to this point. 
 
So, you may ask what did we give up? We did not cut any services 
or reserve investments. In fact, several areas saw increases, but 
because the major contracts account for much of the spending, we 
held the line on an increase. 
 
 
Continued on Page 4 
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6513 Palisades Drive 

Steve and Sherri Goudy 

MAYôS OUTSTANDING HOME 
Nominated by Frank Cogdell 

HAPPY 4TH 

OF JULY! 

http://www.manorgate.info/


Multi Purpose Court 
By Adam Felton 
 
As the warm weather finally ushers in, we once again 
begin to venture out and enjoy the many amenities that 
our community has to offer. This being my second year on 
the Board of Directors, I have a unique insight into all the 
behind the scenes work thatôs done to prepare and 
maintain the community for the summer. Many of our 
amenities, including the pool, tennis courts, multipurpose 
court, and tots lots are all part of our responsibility as 
members of the BOD. Also, part of what you expect as 
residents is to be able to enjoy these things and that they 
are in good working condition. I must say that with the 
help of committee chairs, the management company, and 
volunteers, we manage to do just that.  
 
One of the amenities, the multipurpose court (MPC), is set 
back off Green Trails Blvd (between Palisades Drive and 
Sorrel Chase Court) and doesnôt seem to get much use 
these days. In fact, most of the use has come in the form 
of skateboarders, which takes a toll on the MPC surface 
and tends to cause more of a disturbance than anything 
else. Over the years, with the help of our management 
company, we have removed skateboard ramps and 
equipment several times, replaced signs that have been 
spray-painted and fence gates that have been damaged. 
All of this costs money and takes time.  
 
Recently, the BOD began looking at viable options for 
improving the MPC area to benefit the entire community. 
We have already done some of the initial legal work in 
finding out that removing or relocating the MPC is not an 
option. The MPC is an original community asset and for 
that reason must remain in its current location. Other 
options may be converting the MPC to something more 
useful such as an environmentally friendly pavilion, 
exercise area, or simply leaving it as is and adding a 
gravel path or fresh coat of paint. In fact, we have already 
had some initial, limited discussion with the County to talk 
about funding options and the possibility of tying our work 
into county efforts to manage rain water run-off. All of this 
is in the initial stages but we wanted to make the 
community aware of our efforts. After all, without your 
input, the BOD will be responsible for maintaining the 
MPC as is. We will continue to update you as we look at 
options for improvement.  
 
We welcome all your comments or suggestions as we 
move forward with our efforts on this project.  
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Neighborhood Watch Update 
By Frank Cogdell 
 
There was a recent home break-in through an 
unlocked sliding door in a neighboring community. 
CPO Brock has issued a caution to all of us to be 
sure to lock your doors when you are away or 
retiring for the night. Many of you may have seen 
the Fairfax County Police mobile message board 
across from the Singleton Way exit reminding 
people to lock their cars and put electronic 
devices out of sight. The message will be rotated 
through the Sully District communities. 
 
ManorGate has been and still is a very safe 
community. I wrote in the December 08 
Messenger that CPO Brock recommends that, if 
you can‟t be on the watch, you can help by 
maintaining a silent watch  and by reporting 
strange activities to the police, who are paid to be 
curious. Two suspicious activities have recently 
been reported, one at the clubhouse and on at a 
residence. The police investigated and detained 
contractors in each case. Fortunately both cases 
were legitimate construction work but the 
contractors had no documentation granting them 
permission to be on the properties. The 
homeowners were not home when the contractors 
were at their home. Despite the 
misunderstanding, CPO Brock stands by his 
recommendation to report suspicious activities; 
the police would rather apologize for a 
misunderstanding than have a preventable crime 
occur. Home owners having work done at their 
homes would be wise to tell their neighbors that 
contractors will be on their property, especially if 
they are not going to be home during the work 
period. And homeowners (and Sequoia) should 
require the contractors to have a copy of the 
signed work order/contract anytime the contractor 
is on the property. 
 
REMAIN vigilant. In these weak economic times 
desperate people are doing desperate things. 
 
 
Continued on Page 4 
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Mayôs Festivities 
By Kristin Girardin 
 
Cinco de Mayo (Spanish for the 5th of May) is 
a national holiday in Mexico, commemorating 
the Mexican army‟s defeat of French forces at 
the battle of Puebla. For those of us in 
attendance at the ManorGate Cinco de Mayo 
party, it was a time to celebrate with spicy 
food, cold drinks and good company.  
 
The clubhouse was decked out in festive 
décor and authentic party music. Thanks to 
Jane Luba, everyone enjoyed a guided agave 
tequila tasting. Mike and Angel White were 
kind enough to loan their margarita machine 
for the evening, and worked on our behalf 
regarding the catering bill from Anita‟s. 
Heather Morley and Deane Kiley made all the 
necessary party arrangements and members 
of the community remained after the party to 
assist with clean up. A good time was had by 
all.  Thanks to the many individuals who work 
together in our community. 
 
The summer season is now upon us with 
plenty of pool fun and cookouts to look 
forward to. Plans are underway for the annual 
ice cream social for National Night Out on 
August 4th at 6 pm and for the adult 
“Moonlight Mixer” on August 22nd at 8 pm on 
the pool deck. See you at the pool! 
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Upcoming Social Events 
 
 
 August 22, 8 pm– Moonlight Mixer 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Heather Morley at heather.morley@cox.net. 
 

ManorGate Marlins Swim Team 
By Robin Costanza 
 
The ManorGate Marlins swim team has 
over 150 swimmers from both ManorGate 
and the surrounding communities. 
Summer swim team offers the children the 
chance to build self-esteem, become a 
team player, gain muscle strength and 
control, and to have fun!  Thanks to all our 
parent volunteers who make the 
ManorGate Marlins swim team a great 
summer activity! 
 
Even if your children are not involved in 
swim team, you can come and cheer on 
your favorite Marlins at the Divisionals 
competition on Saturday, July 25.  
ManorGate will be hosting this high-quality 
meet which features the top swimmers 
from each of the four leagues in the 
Colonial Swim League. 

         Marlins Meet Schedule 
 

  Wednesday, July 1st at Hayden Village 

 

  Saturday, July 6th at Saratoga  

 

  Wednesday, July 8th vs. Burke Centre Stingers 

 

  Saturday, July 11th vs. Sugarland Run 

 

  Sunday, July 12th - Relay Carnival at Sugarland  

Run 

 

  Wednesday, July 15th at Sequoia Farms 

 

  Saturday, July 18th at Arlington Knights of  

Columbus 

 

  Saturday, July 25th - Divisionals at ManorGate 

 

  Saturday, August 1st - All Stars at Burke Centre  

 Penguins/Burke Centre Stingers 
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Neighborhood Watch 
Continued From Page 2 
 
In response to two serious accidents at Green Trail Blvd. 
and Palisades Drive VDOT has changed the parking 
areas on the south side of Green Trails Blvd. between 
Palisades Drive and Creek Run Drive. This was done to 
improve the line-of-sight for cars turning onto Green 
Trails Blvd. from Palisades Drive and the two Autumn 
Circle exits. 
 

 There is no parking between Palisades Drive 
and the west Autumn Circle exit, the first exit 
driving east from Route 28. 
 

 The parking east of the west Autumn Circle exit 
to Creek Run Drive has been changed so there 
are greater no parking areas from the exits to the 
allowable parking areas. 

 
People parking on Green Trails Blvd. should take note of 
these new restrictions as the police will be ticketing 
violators. Iôve asked Sully Station to issue warning for a 
short period of time but it is their discretion as to a 
warning or ticket. They most definitely will ticket repeat 
offenders. 
 
The Watch has lost five watch teams through relocation 
or burn out. The good news is we have one new person 
going to training July 29th at 7:00 p.m., at Sully Station. 
The Watch needs at least four more teams. CPO Brock 
has a favorite saying: ñAll that is necessary for the 
triumph of evil is that good men do nothing" - Edmund 
Burke (1729-1797.) Please volunteer and help us 
maintain a safe community. 
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A Message from the President 
Continued From Page 1 
 
All of your Committees have been very busy over the last few 
months.  Our pool opened on schedule, and I would like to 
give a big thanks to Scott Van Horn and the Rec. and 
Faculties Committee. After the Clubhouse flood, they worked 
tirelessly with Dale Edwards of Sequoia Management to get 
the entire faculty back to normal. At the same time, they 
interviewed and selected a primary pool vendor, and then 
brought everything together for a great Opening Day. A job 
well done! I hope to see everyone at the pool. 
 
The Internal Management Committee oversees our assets 
and lands. Elsewhere in this issue, you will find Adam Feltonôs 
update on the County Watershed efforts and our Multipurpose 
Court refurbishment. Please take time to look this over. 
 
Over the last several months, Bob Gangi ï a traffic committee 
of one ï has been bringing the County and VDOT together in 
an effort to address and remedy the issues on Green Trails 
Boulevard. After the accidents at cross streets, we began an 
effort to see what VDOT could do to help us. This process is a 
long and technically intensive one, with much research. There 
are good results.  
 
VDOT has changed parking on Green Trails Blvd., to extend 
the sightlines for vehicles pulling out from the side streets. 
This change uses new parking zones, so please watch where 
you park. Signs are up showing the new zones. VDOT also 
has painted School zones on the road as you approach CES. 
Since it was not acceptable to relocate the crosswalk, the 
signage should help as drivers approach the school and La 
Petite Day Care. 
 
The bottom line here is for drivers to slow down, and obey the 
stop signs. Most, if not all of the accidents could have been 
avoided by those two simple rules. 
 
We have a new member on your Board. Evan Braff joined the 
Board to fill Dave Demenyôs slot. Evan has a long history with 
Fairfax County and brings solid experience with Community 
Recreation. He headed up the Kids Triathlon and will bring a 
unique set of skills to your Board. Evan is married to Kelli, and 
they live on Palisades. 
 
Last year this time, we were dealing with Spring storms. We 
asked for your email addresses, and have seen our address 
book grow. It would be great if we had more addresses to 
help us contact the entire community. Please go to our web 
page and sign up if you would like to be added, or drop me a 
line. 
 
Have a safe summer.  
 

Ready to Start Saving $ $ 
on Energy Bills? 

 
Energy Efficient Windows, Siding & Roofing 

 

Free In-Home Consultations 

202-834-2523 
Elliott @BestValueRemodeling.com 

http://www.manorgate.info/


This is an alert from 
 Fairfax County Animal Control  

 
Seasonal Bear Sightings More Common  

Residents of Fairfax County, and across the 
region, may expect to see more black bear at 
this time of year. The Fairfax County Police 
Department, along with the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 
have received reports of bear sightings this 
week. The most recent reports occurred in the 
Centerville area, along Route 28, near Bull 
Run Regional Park on Tuesday, June 11.  

According to Fairfax County Wildlife Biologist 
Earl Hodnett, residents should not be alarmed 
or panicked when they see a bear. “Bears 
generally avoid humans, but in their search for 
food, they do patrol the suburbs,” Hodnett said. 
Bears are highly adaptable and intelligent 
animals and can learn to associate 
neighborhoods with food sources. The most 
common food sources that attract bears 
include bird feeders, unsecured garbage and 
pet food. Outdoor grills, fruit trees and 
beehives can also attract bears.  

Take the following precautions to keep bears, 
and other wildlife away from your home:  

 Do not store household trash in 
vehicles, on porches or on decks. Keep 
your trash secured in a garage, shed or 
basement if possible.  

 If a bear has been sighted in your area, 
take down birdfeeders. 

 Take garbage to the curb the morning of 
the pickup, not the night before.  

 Electric fencing is an inexpensive and 
extremely efficient proven deterrent to 
bears. Consider installing them around 
dumpsters, gardens and other potential 
wildlife food sources.  

Please do not approach the bear if you see it, 
but call animal control at 703-830-1100.  More 
information may be found at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/animal/ . 

 

 

 D
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Summary of Pool Rule Changes 
By Scott Van Horn 
 
The Rec. and Facilities committee would 
like to inform our residents of a few 
changes to the HOA pool rules.   

 
1. Break will be 15 minutes, from 15 

minutes before the hour to the hour. 
 

2. The lap lane hours will be as follows:  
M-F – all day, Sat/Sun – 11am-1pm and 
6pm-8pm.  The manager on duty has 
authority to change these hours as 
needed. 
 

3. All chairs must be at least 3 feet away 
from the main pool to allow lifeguards 
access to the entire perimeter of the 
pool in case of an emergency. 
 

4. No chairs are allowed „in‟ the baby pool. 
 
5. Non swimmers using the diving board 

must have a U. S. Coast Guard 
approved flotation device.  Parents may 
be in the water, but must remain at the 
ladder until the child is in the water.  
 

6. No one is allowed in the diving well 
when the diving board is in use.  If the 
diving board is closed, a chair will be 
placed on the board and swimming is 
allowed in the diving well. 
 

Complete pool rules can be found on the 

community website: www.manorgate.info. 
 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/animal/
http://www.manorgate.info/
http://www.manorgate.info/


 

        C O M M U N I T Y    C O N T A C TS 
 
 

 
Sequoia Management 
   
Angela Barnedo, Property Manager 
(703) 803-9641 
abarnedo@sequoiamanagement.com 
 
Lorrie Lane, Property Assistant 
(703) 803-9641 
llane@sequoiamgmt.com 
 
Web Site: www.sequoiamanagement.com 
 
 
 
GTHOA Board of Directors 
 
President:  Jay Hurst 

(703) 802-6945 
jay@talleyhursthomes.com 

 
1st Vice President: Adam Felton 

(703) 310-6338 
akfelton@msn.com 

 
2nd Vice President: Kevin Morley 
   (703) 830-1159 
   kmorley71@cox.net 
 
Treasurer:  Kristin Girardin 
   (703) 815-2507 

girardina@cox.net   
 
Secretary   Evan Braff 
   (703) 627-3027 

ebraff@yahoo.com 
 
Web Site:   www.manorgate.info 

July-August 2009              www.manorgate.info          Page 6 

 
 
 
 
 

GTHOA Committees 
 

ARC Chair:  Jane Luba (703) 631-5082 
JaneLuba@verizon.net 

 
Neighbor. Watch: Frank Cogdell (703) 266-9137 

FJCogdell@cox.net 
 
Web Master:  Anthony Girardin 

webmaster@manorgate.info 
 
Newsletter:  Deane Kiley (703) 988-9846 

deanekiley@cox.net 
 
Rec./Facilities: Scott Van Horn (703) 447-6051 
   scottvh@cox.net  
 
Social Chair:  Heather Morley (703) 830-1159 

heather.morley@cox.net 
 
 
Storm Water Mgmt.: D. Wightman (703) 631-8550 

 
 
Other Pertinent Numbers 

 
Club House Rental: Lorri Lane (703) 803-9641 

llane@sequoiamgmt.com 
 
Swim Team Pres.: Robin Costanza (703) 222-0728 

robin.costanza@verizon.net 
 
ManorGate Pool    (703) 266-8523 
BattlefieldTowing    (703) 378-0059 
American Disposal    (703) 368-0500 
Emergency Fire, Police  DIAL 9-1-1 
Non-emergency    (703) 691-2131 
INOVA Fairfax Hospital  (703) 776-4001 
INOVA Fair Oaks Hospital   (703) 391-3600 
Poison Control Center   (703) 626-3333 
Washington Gas    (703) 750-1400 
Fairfax Animal Control/Shelter  (703) 830-1100 
Building Permits   (703) 222-0801 
Landlord Tenant Relations  (703) 222-8435 

mailto:abarnedo@sequoiamanagement.com
http://www.sequoiamanagement.com/
http://www.manorgate.info/
mailto:JaneLuba@verizon.net
mailto:FJCogdell@cox.net
mailto:webmaster@manorgate.info
mailto:deanekiley@cox.net
mailto:scottvh@cox.net
mailto:heather.morley@cox.net
mailto:llane@sequoiamgmt.com
mailto:robin.costanza@verizon.net
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Accounting/HR Services - Does your 

business need accounting and HR services?  I 

am a CPA and have over 12 years experience 

in a variety of areas including A/P, Payroll, 

Bank Recs and Quickbooks.  I have a couple 

of clients and looking for one or two more. 

Contact Cindy Bendel at 

pesto345@yahoo.com for more details. 

 

Affordable  Life and Health  Insurance - 

For individuals and families. The best plans 

from Anthem, Blue Cross, Kaiser, Aetna, 

AIG, Guardian and more. Permanent life 

insurance with guaranteed cash value.  Whole 

Life and Universal Life.  For a free quote, 

please contact Hemil Garcia, Broker at (703) 

328-5774 or at garciainsurance@verizon.net. 

 

Baby-Sitting  - I am an 18 yr. old girl able and 

capable of taking care of infants and young 

children. I am Red Cross certified and willing 

to work under your needs.  Please  contact  

Charniece (703) 815-2607. 

 

Belly Dancing by Azza Mounib - Private and 

group lessons. Also available for private 

performances at respectable special events and 

functions.   I can be reached at  877-664-3604, 

www.azzamounib.com or azza@ureach.com. 

 

Petsitting Service/Total Animal Care -   All 

pets and house sitting services. Daily visits 

and overnight stays.     Please call (703) 609-

2929. www.TotalAnimalCare.biz. 

 

Cut your phone bill by up to 50%! 

Unlimited  calling  in  the  U.S. and  to  the 

United  Kingdom,  Ireland,  France,  Spain, 

Italy, China, Canada and Puerto Rico starting 

at 24.99.      Wireless, broadband and satellite 

TV services available too.   Visit 

www.5linx.net/bdino (click on products) or 

contact Barbara Badio at  bbadio@verizon.net 

or 703-818-8397. 

 

Motherôs  Helper/Baby-sitter  - 13 year old 

7th grader looking to assist mom/dad with 

their kids. I am easily trainable for future use. 

Available afternoons and weekends. Please 

call Kristen at (703) 631-3918. 

 

Piano and Flute Lesson - I am an active 

member of Music Teachers National 

Association. Program includes theory, 

technique, repertoire, sight-reading and ear 

training. All styles of music: Classical, jazz, 

popular, ragtime, etc. All Levels taught. Please 

call Shine Studio at (571)594-4602. 

 

Preschool Openings - I am teaching a 

preschool coop in my home this fall.  Program 

geared towards 4-year-olds but potty-trained 

3-year-olds are welcome.  Tues. and Thurs. 

mornings, 9:15-noon.  Years of experience as 

a home daycare provider, home preschool 

teacher, nursery teacher, and mother of six.  

Space limited to a total enrollment of eight.  

Call Maggie Seneca at 703 815-1184 for 

details. 

 

Quality Child Care in ManorGate Fairfax 

County Childcare License. CPR & First Aid 

Certified. Excellent smoke-free, non-pet, 

single family house. Safe, secure, healthy, 

loving family environment. Experienced 

mother and teacher. Patience and kindness.  

Small group, educational, creative, fun 

activities. 13 years child care provider 

experience. References available. Please call 

Mrs. Su at (703) 222-0587. 

  

Tutoring - Does your child need tutoring to 

help them get ahead? Virginia certified 

teacher available to tutor weekdays and 

evenings. 1st-10th grade subjects covered 

include math, English, history, pre-algebra 

and organizational skills. Call Carol at (703) 

815-1408. 

 

Care Giver Needed for elderly lady residing 

in ManorGate to relieve daughter 

occasionally.  Must be responsible and caring.  

References required.  Contact Dorothy at 703-

266-2411. 

 

Babysitting/Tutoring Service - I am a 16 

year old with tons of experience including 

counseling at drama camps, sports camps, 

tutoring, and babysitting.  I tutor all ages in all 

subjects. My specialty is math from arithmetic 

to pre-calculus.  Call 703-543-6231 and ask 

for Kristina. 
 

THE DOCTOR IS IN! 
PC repairs and installations for less! 
15 years experience. Call the CPR 
Doctor for all your residential and 

business computer needs. 
You can‟t go wrong. 

(703) 766-3840 

http://www.manorgate.info/
mailto:garciainsurance@verizon.net
mailto:azza@ureach.com
http://www.totalanimalcare.biz/
http://www.5linx.net/bdino
mailto:bbadio@verizon.net


 The ManorGate Messenger is published six times a year for 
the benefit of the residents of Green Trails HOA.  Contributions 
of articles, letters, news items, drawings, photos and 
community advertisements are welcome.  To get your 
information into the next issues, please contact Lorrie Lane of 
Sequoia Management at (703) 803-9641 
 
All submissions must include name, address and telephone 
number.  The views expressed are those of the contributor and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Board of Directors or 
the Editor. 
 
This is an official publication of the Green Trails HOA.  
Publications of this newsletter of announcements, resolutions, 
rules and regulations officially adopted by the Board serves as 
official notice to the membership and residents of the adoption 
and implementation of these enactments for the purpose of 
enforcement. 

ManorGate Messenger 
Green Trails HOA 
C/O Sequoia Management Company, Inc. 
13998 Parkeast Circle 
Chantilly, VA  20151 


